xUST 1994 


Lellgrat 


aye? 


XCURSION ~ NEWS SHEET 


Members Special Interests nak and a talk 


t 
GUN by Andrew Maclean (hulk) - Wombat S.F. 


eting Sep. 2  irds of Slimbridge and the Farne 
E Islands - l)r. Ken McDonell. 
UESION ALR yon m | Linton Block - Working Pee. 


ursion “ED. 4 ht. Everton and Whipstick Forest with 
Castlemaine INC - Fat Murphy. 


Meetings as specified are held 


‘resident: MrJGregurke Ph: at the School of Mines and 
ecretary: Mrs M Rotheram . Industries, Lydiard Street Sth, 
reasurer: Mr G Binns Art Building, commencing at 7.30 
ditor: Mr A Dyson p.m. EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, 


COMMENCE FROM BOOK CITY, cnr 


STURT AND ARMSTRONG STS, BALLARAT. 
at 9.30 a.m. for FULL DAY OUTING: 


OR at 1.30 p.m. for HALF DAY. 


DIARY DATES | 
Wednesday, August 24 — Committee meeting at Florence 


Williamson's, 


Saturday August 27 - Brisbane Ranges Excursion with 
Maryborough FNC. Meet at Lindsay Fink's, Meredith, 10 am. 


September 2-4 WVFNCA Campout at Glendining Homestead, 
Rocklands Reservoir. Applications due August 12. 


Ccetober 7-16 VFNCA Anglesea Study Workshop. 


LAKE WENDOUREE PROJECT 


As many members will be aware, the FNCB was given a grant 
of $250 by the Ballarat City Council in late 1992 for 

the purpose of compiling a series of slides on the flora 
and fauna of Lake Wendouree. 

A committee comprising John Gregurke, Greg Binns, Pat and 
Bill Murphy and Stephanie Davison was established —- the 
latter two being chiefly photogrephers end the others 
-contributing their expertise on birds, history and plant 
life. | 

In the 20 months since the project was begun iwany hours 
have been spent compiling a-set of several hundred slides 
and writing a set of notes to metch. 
It is envisaged that on completion we will present a slide 
set and accompanying notes to the Council. The fate of 
these is yet to be decided however. We will make a number 
of recommendetions — 


1. An audio commentary be made from the notes. 


2, The notes and slides be available for loan from local 
public libraries. 

3, There be regular public screenings at (a) Gill's Boat 
Shed Museum,or (b) the Kobert Clark | orticultural 


Centre in the Potanical Gardens. 


The text and slides have been compiled with the general 
public in-mind with the hope that their main use will be 


by tourists, interested local groups and schools. 


Consequently, although accurate. (to the best of our 
knowledge), the text is not of a technical nature but 
rather aims to point out interesting and/or unusual 
features of the orgenisms present and highlights 
features the czesual observer may notice with gentle 
prodding. We have concentrated on conspicuous Banas 

and plant irene the lake edge with other sections 
devoted to the history of the lake, recreational uses 
and management. 7 
The project is now nearing completion as 'finishing 
Souchest are made to the script and the last eines 

are taken. | 

We would like to acknowledge the very generous donation 
of 10 free rolls of film and many more heavily dis- 
counted films from Fletcher Fotographics. Bill and I 
particularly thank Andrew Aitkin of Fletcher Fotographics 
for his friendly interest and advice throughout the 
project. | . 
Thanks 6lso to the Pallarat Fine Art Gallery for 
permission to photo;;reph several works of art end to 
S.M.B. for the loan of patent end staff-time. Thanks 
also to the State Date Ventre for ‘aneoaloerA of serial meps 


S.D. 


“Ze 


Plants of the Ballarat Region 
t and Bill Murphy spoke and showed their slides at our meeting on July 1. 


ey use a SLR camera which they find best for photographing native flora. 
ey rarely use a flash, preferring a natural environment and _ natural 
iting. Fuji film is used - picture and price judged as giving the best value. 


e vegetation of the Ballarat area consists mostly of regrowth forest or 


ytic plant grassland. The presentation took two aspects - vegetal and 
ylogical. 


salt plains - these cover an area lying to the south and west of Ballarat - 
m Shelford to Rokewood to Skipton and on to Smeaton - an area making 
most of the Western District basalt plains. Early vegetation was 
dominantly kangaroo and wallaby grass with stipa and various poa - 
ically tussock grasslands. Redgums lined (and still do) the main 
(ercourses and are also present in some areas of the open plains. Much 
he area has been cleared for agriculture but the vegetation remaining on 

Buninyong and Mt. Warrenheip give an indication of the original 
jetation and forest. Other remnants of the original native grassland are 


tricted to areas of public land along roadsides, railways and stream 
itages. 


mall sample of the photographs we saw - the Tree Violet (Hymenanthera 
itata), found in the stony rises. It is spring flowering with tiny yellow bells 
1 a very strong perfume. Pat suggests it would make a good garden 
ge plant. Sweet Hound’s Tongue (Cynoglossum suaveolens) - a plant 
ibout twelve cm. with a very sweet perfume. Peach Heath (Lissanthe 
josa), growing with poa near Cape Clear. . Spectacular slides (including 
e-up) showing the small pink um-shaped flowers. Magenta Stork’s Bill 
largonium rodneyanum) - a colourful plant with the leaves forming a 


al rosette (some of the leaves take on the red colouring) with magenta 
/ers in spring. 


land plants - photographs included - Water-ribbons (Triglochia 
‘era), growing at the Hopkins river with River Redgum. Several shots of 
2 Wendouree with rushes and sedges and water-ribbons. Azolla 
iloides - a freely floating, stemless, greenleaved water plant. The 
es do not absorb any moisture and if submerged the plant immediately 
3 to the surface again. The Common Nardoo - usually found around 
is and marshes in open positions. Attractive bright green leaves divided 
four wedge shaped ‘leaflets’. At Enfield the locally rare Tassel Sedge 
long flowering spikes which droop into tassels as they mature. The 
ited Sun Orchid (Thelmitra flexuosa) - named for the twisted stem 
ve the leaf brackets. It has a short flowering season - the flowers are a 
it, clear yellow. The pretty mauve and white Austral Lady's Tresses 
h can grow up to two metres high. 


Granite Hills - eg. Mt. Glascow. Mt. Beckworth and Mt. Misery. Most of the 
granite hills are privately owned. A wide variety of plants were 
photographed such as - Running Postman (Kennedia Prostrata), a swathe 
of the scarlet flowered plant which was thriving on previously burnt ground 
on the eastern side of Mt. Beckworth). A dense patch of the Thatch Saw- 
sedge (Gahnia radula). This is the most common saw sedge in the district. 
The Hare Orchid (Caladenia menziesii), which tends to grow in colonies. It 
has pretty pink and white flowers about Christmas time. The fine foliage of 


the Common Sunray Daisy. 


Western Highlands - the typical vegetation here being the Stringybark - 
Peppermint and some ‘gumbark’ species such as the Scented, Manna and 
Candlebark areas of Enfield, Creswick and Linton. The highlands show a 


wide variety of grasses, particularly. around Enfield. Bill and Pat have taken 
Some stunning photos: the spectacular golden flowering of the Golden 
Bush Pea (Pultenaea gunnii) among a diverse range of grasses near 
Enfield. The matted Pultenaea pedunculata in full flower (yellow, red and 
cream), spreading along clay banks at Mt. Doran. An understorey of Grey 
Everlasting (Helichrysum obcordatum) among open forest of Box-Yellow 
Gum. The brilliant yellow flowers of the Golden Wattle on the Berringa - 
Cape Clear road. An attractive sweep of Common Heath (Epacris impressa) 
as an understorey. Several species of orchids - the Elbow Orchid which is 
saprophytic - these specimens growing in the sandhills of Mt. Doran. The 
Bearded Greenhood Orchid with the long hairy tongue. The brilliant white 
and pink flowered Pink Fingers, the Large Duck Orchid and the Potato 
Orchid (which is named beause of the potato-like roots) The flowers are the 
shape and general appearance of peanut shells. 


Other plants shown growing in the highlands area included - Myrtle Wattle 
(Acacia myrtifolia) - which grows to about two metres with pale yellow 
flowers through winter and spring - Pat suggests this would be a good 
garden species. Calytrix Tetragona - common in the Clunes Forest and 
Paddy’s Ranges. A very hardy plant with profuse pink and white or red 
flowers. Along the Berringa - Cape Clear road, following a fire, the 
spectacular long, creamy flowering spikes of the Grass Tree - 
Xanthorrhoea Australis. 


Our thanks to Pat and Bill for many striking photographs and for so much 
useful information about our local flora. VLD 


EXCURSION — 3. July 1994 MOORABOOL RESERVOIR 


The afternoon of this excursion was bright and sunny, 
vith a cool wind. We crossed the volcanic plain to the 
‘ast of Ballarat, noting wetland birds on the moist 
vaddocks and dams such as hoary-headed grebe, mountain duck, 
ylack duck, sacred ibis, white-faced heron and one or two 
‘aptors. ~ 


Our destination was a couple of hardwood forest blocks 
o the North of the Moorabool Reservoir, at the invitation 
1£ the local water authority. The blocks have not been 
ogged whilst in the ownership of the authority, some 
‘ighty years, save for a few poles and the removal of 
allen trees. There was a wide range of tree sizes but not 
iore than the occasional tree having habitation holes. 
‘he upper storey comprised, mainly, messmate (Eucalyptus 
'bliqua) and manna gum (E. viminalis), with blackwood as a 
‘ub-storey. Beneath was a variety of wattles and other 
‘hrubs yet to flower and magnificent stands of the saw sedge, 
‘ahnia sieberiana. The ground cover was dominated by wire 
rass in the wetter areas whilst the slightly elevated 
round was almost devoid of cover. These higher places 
arried a fair depth of litter. 


Mosses, lichens and fungi were common. Examples of the 
atter were the jelly fungi Tremella fuciformis, and 
alocera sp., leather fungi such as Stereum rugosum and 
rametes spp., with the little blue Mycena interrupta on 
ecaying wood. On the ground were seen a variety of types - 
alerina sp., various species of Cortinarius, the coral fungus, 
Ramaria spp.), and good specimens of the flame fungus 
lavulinopsis miniata. 


A boggy area was inspected. Here the wire grass and saw 
edge were very lush and the mosses were luxuriant. 


Animal life was inconspicuous with only one or two bird 
yecies seen. Thére was evidence of macropods — Eastern 


cey Kangaroo and Swamp Wallaby inhabit these woods. 


K.McD. 


Margaret (Rotheram) - "up North" 


Margaret has written to say she's having a "whale of a 


time" — resd on ... 


Having observed Southern Right Whales elong the Great 
Ocean Road for the past two winters - once close enough 
to drop a stone on them (though neturally I didn't) - 
and having "saved a whale" in a tragic stranding of Pilot 
Whales in horrendous weather on Tasmania's remote west 
coast, I was rather keen to become acquainted with Hump- 
backed wh: les on this northern journey. I had no luck at 
Byron Bay but hed a memorable experience on a Lrief trip 
to Fraser Island from Hervey Bay. A husband and wife 
avietor teem were beach-hopping along the 70 ile Beach 
offering scenic flights in two little four seater Cessnas. 
Thinking I might not pass that way again, I decided to 
take the opportunity and was rewarded with stunning 
aerial views of the rainforest, "perched dune lakes" 
like blue jewelled butterflies and the island cozést. 

The woman pilot said no whales had been sighted yet. 
This was July 6 and they were not due until late July 

or August. But as we were mzekin, the approach for the 
beach lending, a whale surfaced right ahe:d of us. 

Cries of joy! The pilot wes ~s thrilled as I was and 
swooped out to sea, circling the pod at a steep unple 
giving fabulous views of them. Then one breached. ] have 
never seen a whele do tlis belore - a 45 tonne bleck end 


white monster soarin,” up from the see in what appeered 


to be an exultant leap. tnforvettzeble! as 
The next weekend atiorth Stradbroke Island we joined a 
small ermy of whele-vatvhers «t toint lookout - young o- 
peonle perched on the clifis, oldies totin,; folding 
chairs. We saw wi ales spoutin, fer out to sea, but the 
joy this time was a pod (?), school (?), of dolphins 
playin, in the surf waves below the point - le: pings high 
out of the water, twistins and gleamin-: in the sunliy] t 

A thrilling sight. Later a group of five tormed up line 
abreast and caught a wave, riding it like a teem of 
surfers, slidin; down from the crest end erchin; out from 


the hollow. My fishy friends have a very special place 


in my affections with ,ratitude for t'eir beauty and so 


much joy. . Sing 
mee ARRE OS, oe oe ty 


we. and the "rere bird" in leafy Indooroopilly ati 


«ewe grabbed binoculars - unnecessary! In a bare frangipani 
tree were two Pacific Bazas —- perfect full frontal view of 
one and beck end side of the other. Handsomely berred 
abdomen, yellow eyes, !.rown and grey back and jaunty crest. 
They moved to an umbrella tree and were joined by « third. 
‘They were feasting on big grasshoppers. Although the Baza, 
or Crested Hawk, may not be rare, seeing a species for the 
first time - a "lifer" or a "tick" - is always memorable. 
My son Auston szid he had seen a few eround Darwin, but I 
had never seen one. Slater lists it as "uncommon to scarce 
in forest and woodland" We were close to the Frisbane 
River and adjacent to playiny fields and Wooden school 


grounds, so perhaps these served as a corridor. 


(Margaret will be telling us something : bout 4 wilderness 


area at Yerpoon in future newsletters). 


